
 

 

 

 

US Eagle Awards enrichEd® Classroom Grants 

There's no denying it: school is different this year. And unfortunately, many classrooms do not have the supplies needed 
to help keep kids – or the staff taking care of them – safe. To help, we've dedicated this year's enrichEd® program to 
meet that demand. 

 US Eagle's internal philanthropy committee reviewed 56 applications and selected 10 schools to receive the $1,000 
Classroom Grant. Selections were based on need, the number of students served, and geographic diversity. 

 Congratulations to our 2020 enrichEd® Classroom Grant recipients, located throughout Bernalillo, Cibola, San Juan, 
Sandoval, Santa Fe, Torrance, and Valencia county: 

• Leah Dolan, Corrales Elementary School – Good CLEAN Fun! 
• Heather Fritts, Dolores Gonzales Elementary School – Math Leads to Success 
• Randy Grillo, Mandela International Magnet School – Swivel for Hybrid Learning and Professional Development 
• Lisa Hawkins, Esperanza Elementary School – Esperanza Kindergarten Team 
• Colton Jackson, Heights Middle School – Music Speakers and Voice Amplification 
• Bryant Johnson, Cottonwood Classical Preparatory School – Wacom Acquisition 
• Cheryl Kennedy, Milagro Middle School – Microbial Fuel Cell Project 
• Kristin Leeson, Moriarty Elementary School – MES Safe Recess Project 
• Celeste Perea, Horizon Academy West – Home Gardening / STEM Learning 
• Monica Walker, Vista Grande Elementary School – 4th Grade Math Tools 

Many of the grants are helping to fund unique learning experiences and enable more effective learning environments. 
We’ve highlighted a few below to illustrate the diversity of approaches. 

Horizon Academy West, in Albuquerque, received the enrichEd grant for the second year. In 2019 their Kindergarten 
class received funding to create an outdoor Kindergarten learning space. The garden allows allowed the class to be 
hands-on with STEM activities, planting vegetables and flowers, learning responsibility and the natural process of 
growing their own food.   

 



Like many other schools, Horizon Academy West switched to a remote learning model in 2020 
due to the pandemic. To make the same STEM experience available this year, Celeste Perea 
with Horizon Academy West, submitted a grant request to fund planting materials that will be 
a part of STEM and gardening kits for the students to use during online learning. The class also 
needed seating and shade to give students the ability to be out in the garden and have 
appropriate seating space for them to social distance. Other resources needed for the outside 
area include hand sanitizers, wipes, face masks, shields, and personal gardening kits with 
individual garden tools for each student enabling an enriching and safe environment. 

Milagro Middle School, in Santa Fe, has been studying alternative fuel sources, including solar, 
wind, fuel cells, and magnets. The grant allows them to purchase 23-25 MudWatt Microbial Fuel Cell Kits for each 
enrichment and science student to participate in a collaborative, hands-on science experiment in a virtual setting. These 
kits allow students to individually locate an interesting sample area and personally decide what "from the fridge" they 
can add to the mix. Students will document the contents of their MudWatt and contribute to a class chart as they track 
and compare the growth of their MudWatt's power and bacteria population. Students will participate in class 
discussions and write a reflective summary of their personal and class findings. MudWatts can be cleaned and 
redistributed for the next class to use and could become an annual project in the classroom.   

Mandela International Magnet School, in Santa Fe, requested funds for a SWIVL C5 and five microphones.  These 
cameras and microphones enable teachers to teach in person, film themselves, and capture student voice for effective 
remote learning.  Furthermore, as a Harvard Project Zero Cultures of Thinking School that values students' voices, this 
set will be used to film best practices of Making Thinking Visible and will be displayed on their website.  This grant 
impacts all 298 students at Mandela International Magnet School. 

Esperanza Elementary, in Farmington, needed funds for an online 
reading program to help their students with reading fluency, and to 
purchase materials they can utilize at home to have hands-on 
activities, giving them a break from the computer screen. The grant 
affects 70 students at the school.  

Heights Middle School, in Farmington, requested funds for improved 
instructional voice amplification for their band classroom. Currently, 
the band classroom consists of two non-functional speakers with no 
capability for voice amplification to assist during COVID-19 
instructions. Instructing behind a mask and face shield in a large 
setting is challenging for all students to effectively receive vocal 
instruction. The grant helps Heights Middle School fund two speakers and a wireless microphone set-up to amplify the 
teacher's voice in the classroom so all students can equally receive instruction while using COVID-19 measures and 
guidelines. This impacts 400 music students at Heights Middle School. 

 

CU SAFE Helps Survivors   

Three credit unions and the Domestic Violence Resource 
Center in Albuquerque have formed a partnership called the 
Credit Union Survivor Alliance for Financial Empowerment, 
or CU SAFE, that will help survivors of domestic violence get 
the financial support they need to put their lives together. 

The three participating credit unions are US Eagle, Rio 
Grande CU, and Coast360.  CU SAFE provides financial, mental and physical health, and a number of other benefits to 
survivors of domestic violence, over a 12-month time frame. 



“Through great collaboration and strategy, we are ready to deliver products and services,” said Marsha Majors, CEO of 
US Eagle FCU. “We’ve developed a strong relationship with our partners Coast360 FCU and RGCU and are proud that our 
new US Eagle Foundation can help this groundbreaking project get started. We made a commitment to help New 
Mexicans because we believe that we are stronger together.” 

To receive CU SAFE program benefits, the request needs to be initiated by the DVRC. While Credit Unions are major 
partners in the CU SAFE Program, the DVRC is the overall program administrator.  

“We can’t thank the team from CU SAFE enough for their help, encouragement, and support,” said Vincent Galbiati, 
executive director of the DVRC. “Most victims of Domestic Violence leave their relationships financially destitute. This is 
a new idea, and a new way to help people. This type of financial support will help our clients re-start their lives.” 

 If you are interested in benefits for yourself or a loved one, contacting Anneliese Pizzaro at the DVRC (505-242-4350) is 
your first step in acquiring more information and potential benefits from the CU SAFE Program.  

If you need immediate assistance from DVRC, please call their 24-hour hotline at (505) 248-3165. 

 

US Eagle Celebrates Open, Voluntary, and Diverse Membership on International Credit 
Union Day    

On October 15th, US Eagle celebrated 
International Credit Union Day. In a 
tradition that began in 1948, this annual 
celebration observes what it means for 
members around the world to have a 
credit union as their financial partner. 

This year's global health crisis has been 
challenging for many communities around the world, but credit unions have stayed true to their cooperative principles 
and stepped up during this time of economic uncertainty. This year's International Credit Union Day theme, “Inspiring 
Hope for a Global Community,” reflects how credit unions contribute to a brighter future by providing financial 
empowerment to people all over the world by providing financial services, financial education, and community support. 

While our celebration this year was far from traditional, we used the power of social media to celebrate and spread 
awareness about the credit union movement. In case you missed it, see below for some of this year’s highlights: 

We kicked off the month of October with a Facebook (facebook.com/USEagleFCU/posts/10158650918877381) coloring 
contest! 

This wasn’t just for the kids - coloring has been shown to help adults combat stress, and allows your mind to get some 
rest after a long day at work (who couldn’t use a distraction these days?). Participants uploaded their masterpieces to 
the comments of the Facebook post. We also encouraged multiple entries as a way to get the whole family involved. 
Three lucky recipients were awarded a $50 gift card to a local New Mexico favorite, Theobrama Chocolatier, on 
International Credit Union Day.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Facebook post:       Entry 1: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entry 2:       Entry 3:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Open, voluntary, and diverse membership,” a credit union cooperative principle, 
was celebrated on October 14. 

US Eagle donated multicultural art supplies to the program participants of Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of San Juan County. “Littles” and even some “Bigs” created self-
portraits with Crayola's "Colors of the World" line.  As a bonus, we asked participants 
to include one sentence that says what they like most about themselves or what 
makes them special. 

 

 



 

Juan Tabo Branch Construction on Schedule   

The new US Eagle branch on Juan Tabo has really come a long way! 

While we still in the planning stages for the grand opening, we anticipate this location will be up and running in early 
2021. Keep up-to-date on the construction progress and details about the grand opening at useagle.org/commitment. 

We promise to have a few fun (and socially distant) activities and events! You can even share your excitement on social 
media – just don’t forget to use the hashtag #WeDigABQ (get it?). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tips on Home Buying and Home Shopping   

There's a lot to know about buying a home. It starts with knowing 
where you stand financially and what it takes to become a homebuyer. 
We offer free tutorials to help you understand: 

• The benefits and costs associated with a mortgage and home 
ownership 

• The importance of your credit score when evaluating mortgage 
options 

• The types of mortgages available to you 
• How to create and follow a monthly budget to help you save for 

your new home 



• The types of mortgage modifications 
• How refinancing your current mortgage can save you money 

To view any of these tutorials, visit useagle.everfi-next.net/student/dashboard/useaglemembers/buying-a-home. In 
addition to home buying tips, there are more tutorials to help you attain financial wellness.  

In addition to these online tutorials, you can also call us to talk to an in-house Financial Wellness Coach 
(useagle.org/learn/financial-education/financialwellnesscoach). Or, you can sign up online for a Financial Wellness 
Coaching session by visiting http://form.jotform.com/92395430736159. 

When you’re ready to buy a house, US Eagle can provide the financing!  We have flexible terms and options for 
conventional, VA, and First-time Buyer Mortgages. To find out more or start a free, online application, go to 
useagle.mymortgage-online.com. 

 

IRS Offers Tips to Combat Fraud 

As end of year approaches, the IRS cautions taxpayers to be alert 
for new and common tax fraud attempts.  

To help consumers protect themselves against these attempts at 
fraud, the IRS provides information and counter measures at their 
website: www.irs.gov/newsroom/tax-scams-consumer-alerts. The 
following alerts and tips are from the IRS web page. 

Taxpayers should be on the lookout for new version of SSN 
scam:  In the latest twist on a scam related to Social Security 
numbers, scammers claim to be able to suspend or cancel the 
victim’s SSN. It’s yet another attempt by con artists to frighten people into returning ‘robocall’ voicemails. See IRS Tax 
Tip 2019-149 by visiting www.irs.gov/newsroom/taxpayers-should-be-on-the-lookout-for-new-version-of-ssn-scam. 

IRS Impersonation Telephone Scams: A sophisticated phone scam targeting taxpayers, including recent immigrants, has 
been making the rounds throughout the country. Callers claim to be IRS employees, using fake names and bogus IRS 
identification badge numbers. They may know a lot about their targets, and they usually alter the caller ID to make it 
look like the IRS is calling. 

Victims are told they owe money to the IRS and it must be paid promptly through a gift card or wire transfer. Victims 
may be threatened with arrest, deportation or suspension of a business or driver’s license. In many cases, the caller 
becomes hostile and insulting. Victims may be told they have a refund due to try to trick them into sharing private 
information. If the phone isn't answered, the scammers often leave an “urgent” callback request. 

Limited English Proficiency victims are often approached in their native language, threatened with deportation, police 
arrest and license revocation, among other things. IRS urges all taxpayers caution before paying unexpected tax bills. 
Please see: IRS Alerts Taxpayers with Limited English Proficiency of Ongoing Phone Scams by visiting 
www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-alerts-taxpayers-with-limited-english-proficiency-of-ongoing-phone-scams-urges-caution-
before-paying-unexpected-tax-bills. 

Note that the IRS does not: 

• Call to demand immediate payment using a specific payment method such as a prepaid debit card, gift card or 
wire transfer. Generally, the IRS will first mail you a bill if you owe any taxes. 

• Threaten to bring in local police or other law-enforcement groups to have you arrested for not paying. 
• Demand payment without giving you the opportunity to question or appeal the amount they say you owe. 
• Ask for credit or debit card numbers over the phone. 



Unscrupulous Return Preparers: Dishonest tax preparers always pop up during tax filing season. They’re ready to lie, 
cheat, and steal their way into creating fraudulent tax returns or talking victims into illegal acts. Taxpayers are the ones 
who pay the price since they are ultimately responsible for their tax return accuracy, no matter who prepares it. The IRS 
stresses the importance of choosing a credible tax preparer, especially during the pandemic. Take the time to do 
research. 

Fake Payments with Repayment Demands: Criminals are always finding new ways to trick taxpayer’s into believing 
them. This scam works when the fraudster files a bogus tax return in a victim’s name and has the refund sent to the 
victim’s bank account. Posing as an IRS employee, the scammer then calls the taxpayer, telling them the refund was a 
mistake and threatening penalties and interest on the refund amount. The IRS warns about unexpected refunds and 
phone calls demanding repayment, telling victims to immediately notify their bank and the IRS about the events. 

EIP or Refund Theft. Tax refund fraud and theft is an ongoing threat despite FBI efforts against it. Criminals set their 
sights on stealing Economic Impact Payments from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. The 
FBI warns that identity theft allows hackers to file false tax returns and give fake information allowing funds to be 
diverted to their bank accounts and other addresses. 

Senior Fraud. Tax scams targeting American seniors happen more often than other segments of society. Those who care 
for seniors need to be alert about the potential tax scams and other fraud targeting this group. The IRS warns about this 
abuse and is joined by the FBI, Department of Justice, Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, and the Federal Trade 
Commission with its warnings. 

 

US Eagle Blogs Offer Tips for Everyday Financial Success   

Have you read a US Eagle Blog? You should, because we write 
about a wide range of topics including tips to make your financial 
life better, ways to cope in today’s world, and how to protect 
yourself from scammers and fraudsters. 

Below are some recent topics that everyone can use every day: 

5 Questions to Ask Yourself for a Better Financial Future - 
useagle.org/us-eagle/about-us-eagle/blog/u.s.-eagle-
blog/2020/10/19/5-questions-to-ask-yourself-for-a-better-
financial-future 

5 Budget-Friendly Hobbies - useagle.org/us-eagle/about-us-
eagle/blog/u.s.-eagle-blog/2020/10/06/5-budget-friendly-hobbies 

How to Create and Keep Strong Passwords - useagle.org/us-eagle/about-us-eagle/blog/u.s.-eagle-
blog/2020/10/06/how-to-create-and-keep-strong-passwords 

What’s the Difference Between a Bank and a Credit Union? - useagle.org/us-eagle/about-us-eagle/blog/u.s.-eagle-
blog/2020/09/30/what-s-the-difference-between-a-bank-and-a-credit-union 

The 5 C’s of Credit - useagle.org/us-eagle/about-us-eagle/blog/u.s.-eagle-blog/2020/09/18/the-5-c's-of-credit 

Does Your Checking Account Have These 5 Must-Have Perks? - useagle.org/us-eagle/about-us-eagle/blog/u.s.-eagle-
blog/2020/10/19/does-your-checking-account-have-these-5-must-have-perks 

You can read more of our Blogs, and keep up to date when we post a new one, by visiting our Blog page at 
useagle.org/us-eagle/about-us-eagle/blog. 

 



2020 Holiday Hours  

• November 11 – Closed in observance of Veterans Day 
• November 26 – Closed in observance of Thanksgiving Day 
• December 24 – Closed early at 1:00 pm 
• December 25 – Closed for Christmas Day 
• December 31 – Closed early at 1:00 pm 
• January 1 – Closed for New Year’s Day 

 

 

 

Important Notice Regarding The Golden Eagles Association 

The Board for the Golden Eagles Association has cancelled all meetings and activities 
for the remainder of 2020 due to the COVID-19 issues. 

 

 

Upcoming November & December Virtual Financial Workshops 

Hosted by: James Armer, Registered Representative, US Eagle 
Investment Services®, located at US Eagle Federal Credit Union. 

Join us from the comfort of your home or office as we discuss a 
variety of topics to increase your financial awareness. Financial 
education is an important aspect of any long-term plan.  

Attend as many virtual workshops as you like. You’ll get important 
information, including: 

• Planning the financial and non-financial transitions to 
retirement. 

• The important rules of the road for receiving Social Security. 
• How to use conservative investments to help you face today’s economic risk. 
• Creating retirement income that you can’t outlive. 

 

Three Transitions To Retirement - November 10, 2020 at 7:00pm MST (Link to Register: 
cmconferenceroom.webex.com/cmconferenceroom/onstage/g.php?MTID=e91f45d8c9e0803177002c18e10a976ab) 

 

Social Security and Your Retirement - November 17, 2020 at 7:00pm MST (Link to Register: 
cmconferenceroom.webex.com/cmconferenceroom/onstage/g.php?MTID=e2971608edbbef1654ebed81ffe596c03) 

 

The Return of Conservative Investing - December 1, 2020 at 7:00pm MST (Link to Register: 
cmconferenceroom.webex.com/cmconferenceroom/onstage/g.php?MTID=e5864aaacca53313cd6f88939d48708d0) 



 

Income for Life - December 8, 2020 at 7:00pm MST (Link to Register: 
cmconferenceroom.webex.com/cmconferenceroom/onstage/g.php?MTID=ecd7c868f5fac1261e5a2d0ecd456cd8a) 

 

Space is limited, so I urge you to make your reservations today. Give me a call at (505) 342-8930 or contact me by email 
at James.Armer@cunamutual.com with any questions about the virtual workshops.   

  

This workshop is educational only and is not investment advice. If you need advice regarding your financial goals and investment needs, contact a 
financial advisor. CUNA Mutual Group is the marketing name for CUNA Mutual Holding Company, a mutual insurance holding company, its 
subsidiaries and affiliates. Annuities are issued by CMFG Life Insurance Company (CMFG Life) and MEMBERS Life Insurance Company (MEMBERS 
Life) and distributed by their affiliate, CUNA Brokerage Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC, a registered broker/dealer and investment advisor, 2000 
Heritage Way, Waverly, IA, 50677. CMFG Life and MEMBERS Life are stock insurance companies. MEMBERS® is a registered trademark of CMFG 
Life. Investment and insurance products are not federally insured, may involve investment risk, may lose value and are not obligations of or 
guaranteed by any depository or lending institution. All contracts and forms may vary by state, and may not be available in all states or through all 
broker/dealers.  
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If you wish to receive this via email, please provide us with a valid email address, and we will ensure you receive the new 
quarterly Newsletter. You can do this by calling 505-342-8888 or visiting any of our branches to update your personal 
information. 


